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The 40th Anniversary JASSI Virtual Benefit
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Japanese American Social Services, Inc. (JASSI) was originally planning to hold its annual fundraising
gala on October 21, 2021; however, due to the ongoing concerns of the Covid-19 pandemic, JASSI will
host a virtual fundraising event in lieu of an in-person event on November 18, 2021 to support JASSI's

operation in this difficult time.

Since its establishment in 1981, JASSI has been serving the community by helping people who face
problems caused by language barriers, cultural differences, and lack of knowledge of services

that improve quality of life. The COVID-19 pandemic has created and amplified the unmet needs of the
Japanese community in the Tri-state area and throughout the United States. Since March 2020, JASSI's
Hotline has seen a sharp increase in volume with COVID-19-related inquiries, including unemployment
insurance benefits, health insurance enrolliment, and stimulus check assistance. This trend continues in
as of 2021. Our staff responded to a total of 6,925 calls and emails during the 2021 fiscal year (July 1,
2020 - June 30, 2021), which is the highest volume ever recorded. While our services continue to be
more vital than ever to those in need, grants to nonprofits from the NY State and New York City
Council are expected to be reduced as a result of the COVID-19 induced budget crisis. Your
contribution to the event will help us continue providing high quality social services to everyone in need,
especially during this unprecedented time. We look forward to your participation and support.
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The JASSI Virtual Benefit is a FREE event. Please feel free to join us!
For the details, please see the invitation email that will be sent at a later date.
Please contact JASSI at 212-442-1541 ext. 1 or info@jassi.org for any questions or RSVP.
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212-442-1541 info@jassi.org

100 Gold St., L.L.,
New York, NY 10038

JOIN US !!

The 40th Anniversary

JASSI Virtual Benefit

Thursday, November 18, 2021
at 6:00 PM
FREE Event!
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JASSI's Mission

The mission of JASSI is to improve

the quality of life of people living in the
New York Tri-State and other areas by
providing social services. JASSI provides
services in both English and Japanese -
free of charge and regardless of age or
income - to people who face problems
resulting from language barriers and
cultural differences when dealing with
public services.
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Senior Support Initiatives during COVID-19/ 1O F\ICH 7D Z 7 ZEDE D HA
Anti-Asian Hate Crime: Distribution of Personal Alarms/ 7 7 RAADAT T 54 LXEK: BREDEH

In June 2021, as a safety measure against hate crimes 2021F6H. NYCEFEDO I ZT7 XY N—=IZH L. 727
against Asians, JASSI distributed a personal alarm device RAANDATL I SALBW/RE LT, N=VFILTIF—L
and a booklet called "How to Report a Hate Crime" (BREE) & N1 o1 LBRAEI OMF%EE
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Angeles to publish the booklet at her own expense, and  Photo Credit: gofundme "Protecting Asian American  EISEICEIR L. HS5=a—I— 2 £ TERDICHAU T+
had it translated into 8 Asian languages. seniors & women in NYC". Z7HS5HAEVTLIETVE L, T55HNYCHEED
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published by Ms. Esther Lim to senior members living in
NYC. This personal alarm is a donation by Ms. Michelle
Tran, a Ph.D. student at Icahn School of Medicine at
Mount Sinai. Ms. Tran stood up against anti-Asian hate
crimes and raised funds to help vulnerable people in
Asian communities in NYC. JASSI encouraged its

COVID-19 Emergency “Friendly Call” Service / COVID-19 #%kFREF T —EX

JASSI offers a "Senior Assurance Call" service, which JASSITIE. —ABL LYPEBICAREZEZ S GOﬁELXJ;
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senior citizens who live alone and/or have health
concerns, to ensure their well-being. In addition to our
regular “Senior Assurance Call” service, we have
launched an emergency friendly call service during the
COVID-19 pandemic. As a part of this service, senior
members receive reassuring phone calls, without prior
registration to provide safety checks and social
interaction for emotional support.

COVID-19 Remote Tea Party / COVID- 19455 E (4> 51> « EBETORER

JASSI continues to provide a weekly "Remote Tea Party" every Monday, JASSITIE. BABERCFHEARS VT4 7DITHIDIT. JASSI
which was begun at the end of March in 2020 for our senior members with DITAIYN=ZRRELTA VS Ve EBETOREFEzEEAR
the help of our board president Ryoko Mochizuki and devoted volunteer ICREELTUVWE T, 2020FD3BICA Y1 VFHFR WS LWLWE
members. We have had 69 meetings as of the end of Aug 2021. The Remote THREL TR, 2021F8AKTEIEZMR F L1,
Tea Party has been a safe place for our senior members to gather and enjoy COVID-19DIERIT TIZAL . POTRICH T B EBILRFELHHTY
conversations while we go through the COVID-19 pandemic and Anti-Asian 2, JEBIIBSMTIZHRDBE LT, EITANTE L & LIEHE
Hate Crimes. The following comments are from our senior participants: ZBCINTVET, BEYYN\YEVETITTRVWEFDOF®. &
Ms. A: | have no words other than gratitude for participating in the tea BHROFERBHEOERBEICSMEET T,
party. | haven't seen anyone for about a year since the covid-19 outbreak. LT, BMEOEFZBNTLET
I think | would have been depressed without this online tea party. Ms. A FRERICBMI B TV RIEWVWT, BELUMISESRHD £
Moreover, since various people are participating, the conversations are Tho AOFBICBOTHS—FLSVHEDROTHEST 7
interesting and | am looking forward to every Monday. »2q ‘/%’“%%E%b“@b‘\htzf’%l:@ DTVEALPBVDNEERVE
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can look forward to that time every week.
Ms. C: After all, | feel that it is very important to have a face-to-face
conversation.

All our senior members can join the "Remote Tea Party" online or over the
phone. Please feel free to join us! Please contact us at 212-442-1541 ext.1 or
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You can also join over the phone.
Please feel free to join us!
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JASSI's Activities and Events / JASSIOFZ& & 1T N> b

"Rise Up Against Asian Hate" / & 77
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JASSI called for participation in the "Rise Up Against
Asian Hate" rally hosted by the Asian American
Federation on Saturday, February 27, 2021. The anti-
Asian violence and racism have affected Asian
Americans since the outbreak of the pandemic, and have
caused fear and anxiety in the Asian community. Elected
leaders and our members, partners, and allies joined us
to urge stronger action rooted in community to address
the anti-Asian racism and ensure greater, more
immediate safety for all Asian New Yorkers.
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Obamacare Seminar/ 7 /\YT 7t 3+ —

On Thursday, April 22, 2021, Sakura Health Fair was co-
hosted by Japanese American Association of New York
(JAA) and the Japanese Medical Support Network
(JAMSNET) and supported by the Consulate General of
Japan in New York and the Japanese Medical Society of
America (JMSA). Ayumi Kikawa Cimino, JASSI Health
Navigator, explained Obamacare at the seminar.
Participants learned about New York State Health
Insurance including types, services, application and
renewal methods in Obamacare.

JASSI Fundraising Online Seminar/ JASSIE{ET 7

The 18th JASSI-sponsored online seminar for fundraising
was held on Friday, May 7, 2021. With the spread of the
new coronavirus, the days spent at home have increased.
The instructor Hiroko Watanabe, a tidying consultant,
taught about 100 attendees the "Kon Mari method" by
tidying up the room and mind.

Virtual Physical Self Defense Workshop / €& 1#7/\—

kY

2021548228 (K) . —a—3—2JB&AS=. FA -
HREAGRERERZES. FAEERY FT—OHET
BEDOMANILR « Tz T7H TN FE LT JASSIAILZX -
FTES ==& - HZ—) HIHAH. FNITTIC
DWW TEIF—THHRLE L. BMELBIL. ::L—
= MAMNBEFRIRO D X T LV REOTELE, HiE

E%\ﬁ'ﬁ/f‘\- L\T?Ui [./TLO
JAMSNET.A

.Iapanew Medical Support Network

YRL=D2T0DREODASTA I F—

20215878 (&) . F18EUASSIFE T 7 RL—2
IDHDFA S IR E L, B
FFarHiLa2y boELEFEME X, FERIOS
T L RBIEEICED, RTBIIREANMEZ 2B LN %
<H, H100BDAHLHLEML. HBEHLHHMITT
ToFID TCAEOXAV YR 2FUF LTS

FyIILTO—0 3y

On Tuesday, May 25, 2021, in collaboration with the
Center for Anti-Violence Education, the Asian American
Federation, and the Japanese American Association of
New York, JASSI hosted a Virtual Physical Self-Defense
Workshop. About 100 people participated and learned
self-defense in order to protect themselves from the anti-
Asian hate crimes that have become prominent due to the
spread of the coronavirus.
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The NYU Center for the Study of Asian American Health
(CSAAH), in collaboration with JASSI and over 20
community-based organizations, is conducting the NYC
COVID-19 Community Survey for Asian American, Arab
American, and Hispanic / Latino communities until

October 15, 2021. The purpose of this survey is to better %

understand the experiences and needs of the NYC
community since the beginning of the COVID-19
pandemic and to share this information with policymakers
and community organizations.

Survey Link: https://redcap.link/covid19nyc
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15th Autumn Health Fair 2021/ 15 DAILR - 717

(1) WhatisMedicare? /X577 LI3? 65RICHB I HEBT-A

The 15th Autumn Health Fair 2021, co-hosted by the
Japanese American Association (JAA) and Japanese
Medical Support Network (JAMSNET)), is taking place

from 9/4/2021 to 10/2/2021. On Tuesday, September 28, |,

our Senior Program Manager, Mizue Katayama,
explained Medicare basics for those who are turning 65.
Medicare is a must for those people who are over 65
years old and live in the U.S. As the enroliment process is
guite complex, we receive many inquiries from our
seniors. We are providing support remotely as well.
Please feel free to call us at 212-442-1541 ext. 1.
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In addition to the Medicare seminar above, on Thursday,
September 30, Ayumi Kikawa Cimino, JASSI Health
Navigator (CAC), explained the New York State Health
Insurance at the seminar. The participants learned about
the complex insurance systems, types of insurance, and
how to apply and renew. JASSI currently has two CACs
and provides enrollment assistance. If you have any
guestions or need assistance on health insurance
enrollment, please do not hesitate to contact us!
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JASSI's Upcoming Event / JASSIOSED 1 X > b

FREE Breast Cancer Screening! / R ZL DY AMRES B!

JASSI is accepting free mammogram screening
appointments for women who are 40 and older and living
in NYC (Bronx, Manhattan, Queens, Brooklyn and Staten
Island). There will be Japanese speaking staff to help you
fill out forms. If you are interested in having a
mammogram screening, please contact JASSI at 212-
442-1541 ext. 1 or info@jassi.org

WHEN: Sunday November 28, 2021

TIME: 9:30~17:00 (excl. lunch time 12:00-13:00)
WHERE: New Providence Women's Shelter Health Clinic
225 East 45th Street, NYC 10017

If you are: NYC residents 40+ years old and haven't
received a free mammogram within the past year.

If you do not meet the above criteria, but wish to have a
mammogram, please contact us to discuss your options!
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Obituary: Peter D. Lederer /5MR: E—%— - D.L 75— KX

Peter D. Lederer, a key supporter of the establishment of
JASSI, died Monday, August 9, 2021, at home in
Connecticut at the age of 91. Peter Lederer was one of
the early supporters of New York Asian non-profit
organizations. He served on the Asian American Legal
Defense and Education Fund board of directors from
1986 to 2017 as well as on the Asian American
Federation board from 2003 to 2010 in addition to his
involvement with JASSI. After JASSI founder Midori
Lederer’s death, he briefly took the position of president of
JASSI. Mr. Lederer was a partner at the prominent law
firm Baker McKenzie for 44 years (1960-2003). After his
retirement, he taught at the University of Miami School of
Law for 21 years. Mr. Lederer’s survivors include his wife
Yuriko, daughter Patty, grandson James, and sister Jane.
The date of his memorial service will be announced later
by his family.

All condolences should be sent to: Mrs. Yuriko

Lederer at 345 Long Mountain Road, New Milford, CT
06776.
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JASSI’s New Staff / JASSID i X % v T #B5Y

My name is Tomoko Hirano. | have been working at
JASSI as an Office Manager since June 2021. | moved to
New York in 2001 to go to college. After finishing
graduate school in 2009, | worked for the Permanent
Mission of Japan to the United Nations and then a
financial institution. | am primarily in charge of sharing
social services related information through social media
and newsletters, and analyzing data. | may not have
many opportunities to meet with you in person, but | will
do my best to help Japanese people in the New York Tri-
State area as much as possible. Thank you very much.
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Useful Information/H 1%L 515k

Fall Open Enroliment begins October 15 and ends December 7 each year.
During this time, you can make changes to your health insurance coverage,
including adding, dropping, or changing your Medicare Advantage and Part D
coverage for next year. Even if you are happy with your current health and
drug coverage, Fall Open Enrollment is the time to review what you have,
compare it with other options, and make sure that your current coverage will
meet your needs for the coming year.
You can make as many changes as you need to your Medicare coverage
during Fall Open Enroliment. The changes you can make include:

1.Joining a new Medicare Advantage Plan

2.Joining a new Part D prescription drug plan

3. Switching from Original Medicare to a Medicare Advantage Plan

4. Switching from a Medicare Advantage Plan to Original Medicare (with or

without a Part D plan)

If you want assistance reviewing your options, contact your State Health
Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP) for unbiased counseling. To contact
your SHIP, visit www.shiphelp.org or call 877-839-2675.
If you need assistance in Japanese, call JASSI at 212-442-1541 ext.1 or
email at info @jassi.org.

Source: Dear Marci, a bi-weekly e-newsletter by The Medicare Rights Center, issued on
9/13/21
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Hotline

JASSI's Hotline Program provides information and referral services
through phone, email, and in-person counseling. Crisis intervention and
case assistance are provided as needed. In the midst of the COVID-19
pandemic, JASSI's Hotline Program had its busiest year ever in 2021.
During the 2021 fiscal year (July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021), we responded
to a total of 6,925 phone calls and emails to assist 1,270 people. The
most common inquiries were related to 1) Health Insurance,

2) COVID-19, 3)Financial issues, 4) Public Benefits, and 5) Labor issues.

Senior Program

The JASSI Senior Program provides free information and referral
services to senior citizens who are 60 years of age and older.
Approximately 500 senior members are registered with the JASSI
Senior Program, and about half of them live alone. We were forced to
cancel or make changes to our in-person events and programs due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, but we continued to provide case assistance
to all individuals as needed throughout the year. During the 2021 fiscal
year (July 1, 2010 - June 30, 2021), we responded to a total of 2,880
calls and emails to assist 432 people. The most common inquiries were
about Medicare, Medicaid, Social Benefits, and COVID-19 related
issues.

Caregiver Support Program

With grants from the New York City Department for the Aging, the JASSI
Caregiver Support Program provides services to those who care for loved
ones over the age of 60. The services include information referrals, benefit

and entitlement assistance, support group, supportive counseling, respite care

and supplemental services.

Community Outreach Program

Through its website, JASSI Reports, e-newsletters, Facebook, Twitter,
Japanese community online bulletin boards, Japanese newspapers,
and media, JASSI's Community Outreach Program provides news
about JASSI's programs and activities as well as a wide range of
social service information. During the 2021 fiscal year, a total of
80,278 individuals visited JASSI's website to seek such information.
The number has increased by 125 % compared to the previous year.
Throughout the year, JASSI continued to deliver e-newsletter with
COVID-19 related information in addition to the traditional social
services information.
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Follow JASSI on Facebook & Twitter | 71 X7 v V1 v —TRAEHEREZEEH

JASSI posts useful social service-related information on Facebook and Twitter. Follow us to get the latest social service news!
v 2 —Tld. Facebook®Twitterzi® L TE#KICKRIZDBAFRZMRIFEEL TVWET, 7+0— L TERMEUABERZAFLELLD!

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/JapaneseAmericanSocialServicesInc/

Twitter: https://twitter.com/JASSIorg
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Accepted Donation Period: March 1, 2021 - August 31, 2021

WE THANK THE ORGANIZATIONS LISTED BELOW
FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT
MEBHDFEEEFR—FLTLIETLT
WESLUTOERE - BRICEILRLETFET

THANKS TO OUR TOMO NO KAIMEMBERS

ROSSEDERICHEILBLLEITET

Asian American Bar Association of New York

Asian American Foundation

Coalition for Asian American Children and Families
Creative Design Studios

Hamilton-Madison House Inc.

International Medical Group, PC

IHI Americas Inc.

Japanese Medical Society of America Inc.

John & Miyoko Davey Foundation

Korean Community Services of Metropolitan New York, Inc.
Kuwayama-Naito Charitable Foundation

The Mark and Anla Cheng Kingdon Fund

MUFG Bank

New York City Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs

New York City Department for the Aging

New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
New York Japanese-American Lions Club

New York Japanese Church, Inc.
New York State Department of Health Cancer Services Program, Queens

NewYork-Presbyterian/Queens
NIPPON STEEL NORTH AMERICA, INC. Orrick

We would like to express our sincere gratitude and
appreciation to the following corporations for supporting
JASSI as Tomo no Kai (Friends of JASSI) members.

JASSIRDRIF. JASSIDEB E 2 L T T B EBEK - BETY,
ROZOETHEFOIKEICEM N LET,

City Care Family Practice, P.C.

Eisai USA Foundation, Inc.

ITO EN (North America) INC

Japanese Chamber of Commerce and Industry of New
York, Inc./ J.C.C. Fund

KPMG LLP

Maruzen International Co., Ltd.

Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group, Inc.

Mitsui & Co. (U.S.A)), Inc./ The Mitsui U.S.A. Foundation

Peter Westbrook Foundation
Project Renewal

SET SHOP

Shirakiku Foundation

Sojitz Corporation of America
Tomoko Trust

Relo Redac, Inc.
Sony Corporation of America
Sumitomo Corporation of Americas

T.1.C. Restaurant Group

WE THANK THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT

IWEBDFBZEYR—FLTLIET>TVWEZKDARICESHHPLEITFEY

Fumi Arai

Natsuyo Alexander
Joseph Basset
Tatsue Cohen
Hideo Dan

Ayano Eren

Keiko Friske
Hiroko Hatanaka
Masanori Hirakawa
Sakae Hata

Akemi Ishida

Greg Irikura

Kenro lzu

Mary Ito

Yuko lkuta

Monica Jenson
Akira Kase
Chiyomi Koike
Kumiko Kawamura
Satoko Kanahara
Shoko Kajimoto
Susan N Kustosz
Tomoaki Kato
Yasuko Sakamoto Kowalchuk
Yoshio Kano
Yosuke Kubota
Itsuko Mita

Sayuri Miyagawa
Teruko Mitani
Keiko Nakano

Koichiro Nakano
Masako Nakamura
Osamu Nakayama
Saeko Nakao
Toko Nagase
Keiko Numata
Asami Onuki
Akiko Ono

Noriko Richard

Kei Sadayasu
Kayoko Sorensen
Kozo Suzuki
Masaki Shirota
Michiko H. Schwab
Tomoko Sato

Aaron Tenenbaum /a' 7 -

Akiko Takato W
Fuyo Toyoda Taylor

Kazuho Tokito /
Lisa Tashiro i
Reiko Uchiumi

Yukihiro Urisaka

Yuko Utada

Megumi Wada

Tsugie Watanabe

Masako Yoshida

Ryuzo and Katoko Yamasaki




Your tax-deductible donation will help JASSI continue to provide social services free of mssl

charge. Please make your check payable to “JASSI” and mail it to 100 Gold Street,

Lower Level, New York, NY 10038. You can also make your gift online at Japanese American
http://jassi.org. Thank you for your support! Social Services, Inc.
100 GOLD ST LL
Name: NEW YORK NY 10038
P: 212-442-1541
Street Address: Email: inffo@jassi.org

http://jassi.org
City, State, Zip:

Enclosed is my gift of: [0$25 [$50 [$100 [1$500 [IOther

About JASSI Reports
This Newsletter is published by Japanese American Social Services, Inc. (JASSI), an accredited non-profit organization, which was established in 1981 in order to address social needs of persons in the
New York Tri-State area. JASSI acts as a culturally sensitive source of support and information. Its services include hotline and senior services, as well as application assistance for public benefits.
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